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November 12, 2022 

 

The Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) 

Thomas Buschatzke, Director 

ATTN: Sharon Scantlebury 

1110 West Washington, Suite 310 

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

 

Re: Opposition to Irrigation Non-Expansion Area (INA) Designation of Hualapai Basin 

 

Dear Director Buschatzke and Ms. Scantlebury: 

 

Thank you for your Order for Public Hearing in response to {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ [ƛƴƎŜƴŦŜƭǘŜǊΩǎ request for an irrigation 

non-expansion area (INA) designation of the Hualapai Basin. First, we situate our opposition to the INA 

designation with respect to {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ [ƛƴƎŜƴŦŜƭǘŜǊΩǎ June 23, 2022 letter of request for the Hualapai Basin to 

be designated as an INA. We concur with Supervisor [ƛƴƎŜƴŦŜƭǘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ άƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƴƛǘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜέ because the current rate of groundwater withdrawal is 

unsustainable, and we concur with all three of {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ [ƛƴƎŜƴŦŜƭǘŜǊΩǎ justifications for ADWR action. We also 

concur with the need to stop future agricultural development, but there are two ADWR water management 

plans that stop future agricultural development. Therefore, we oppose the INA designation because the current 

Hualapai Basin water crisis requires an AMA, which fails to satisfy the second legal question of ARS 45-432, 

which is required by Arizona law to be satisfied for INA designation to be granted by the ADWR Director.   

 

The first legal question clarifies whether άώǘϐƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ǎŀŦŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ 

ŦƻǊ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭΦά Supervisor LingenfelterΩǎ 

letter of request certainly implies indirectly that there is insufficient water to support the current agricultural 

development, but he justifies his request for ADWR action with irrefutable documentation that the 

establishment of an active management area is necessary to preserve the existing supply of groundwater for 

*all* future needs (not just agriculture), which fails to satisfy the second legal question of ARS 45-432. 

 

In addition, all three of the Community Water Systems within the basin are already in peril. Appendices A & B 

document the Kingman Municipal Water decline (estimated average annual decline ranges from 0.24 ft/yr to 

5.06 ft/yr) which has been occurring since 1963. Appendix C documents the Joshua Valley Water Company 

decline (estimated average annual decline ranges from 0.65 ft/yr to 2.09 ft/yr) which has been occurring since 

1984. And, Appendix D documents the Truxton Canyon Water Company decline (estimated average annual 

decline ranges from 0.8 ft/yr to 2.73 ft/yr) which has been occurring since 1944. The public water supply decline 

has been occurring long before any agricultural development, and an INA designation fails to address this threat. 

 

The only water management plan (that is currently available) that addresses the unsustainable decline that 

already threatens all three public water systems is an AMA pursuant to ARS pursuant to ARS 45-412, which fails 

to satisfy the second legal question of ARS 45-432 (which is required by law for an INA designation).  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

J'aime Morgaine                                                                                           Jack Ehrhardt  

Executive Director, Real Change PAC                                                       Sustainability Director, Real Change PAC        
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Appendix A: Kingman Municipal Water, Sacramento Valley Basin 

 SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

 

  

612663 
612661 

557491 612662 

 

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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55-557491 ¤ Hubbs Well 

City of Kingman Public Supply 

 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

DECLINE of 2.6 ft  

2000 ς2006 (-0.43 ft/yr)  
 

  

4/25/2000 

120.6 ft  
2/1/2006 

123.2 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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55-612661 ¤ EPDS005 

City of Kingman Public Supply 

 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

DECLINE of 4 ft  

2006 ς 2018 (-0.33 ft/yr) 
 

  

2/13/2008 

140.4 ft  

2/3/2006 

136.4 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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55-612662 ¤ Pomona  

City of Kingman (Unused) 

 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

 

DECLINE of 2.9 ft  

2006 ς 2018 (-0.24 ft/yr )  

  

2/2/2006 

133.9 ft  

2/13/2018 

136.8 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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55-612663 ¤ Byron Jackson 

City of Kingman Public Supply 

ADWR Index Well 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

 

DECLINE of 15.1 ft  

1984 ς 2020 (-0.42 ft/yr)  

  

10/20/2022 

142.4 ft  

1/17/1984 

127.3 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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Summary of Kingman Municipal Water, Sacramento Valley Basin Wells 

 
 

Well Registry ID Increase/ Decrease Average Rate of Change per year 

55-557491 
 

2000 ς2006 2.6 ft -0.43 ft/yr 
55-612661 

 
2006 ς 2018 4 ft  -0.33 ft/yr  

55-612662 
 

2006 ς 2018 2.9 ft -0.24 ft/yr 
55-612663 

 
1984 ς 2020 15.1 ft -0.42 ft/yr 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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Appendix B : Kingman Municipal Water, Hualapai Basin 

 SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

612660 591289 

582951: CofK 

612665 905228 

No hydrograph 

612667 612666 

504272 No hydrograph 

612657 529815 
612658 

ADWR Index 

622184 

612664: CofK Public Supply 

612659: CofK & ADWR Telemetry Site 

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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55-529815 ¤ EPDS005 

City of Kingman Observation 

 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

DECLINE of 29.2 ft  

1991 ς 2006 (-1.95 ft/yr)  

  
10/24/2019 

1/12/2006 

612.2 ft  

2/13/1991 

583 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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55-582951  

City of Kingman Observation 

 SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

DECLINE of 16.9 ft  

2006 ς 2018 (-1.41 ft/yr)  

 

1/10/2006 

645.4 ft  

2/14/2018 

662.3 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
https://new.azwater.gov/gis


 
 

Real Change, Arizona Standing PAC #100614  PO Box 8152, Hualapai, AZ 86412  (928) 515-4333 

Page 11 of 37 

55-591289 ¤ Castle Rock 

City of Kingman Public Supply 

 SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

 

DECLINE of 16.5 ft  

2006 ς 2018 (-1.38 ft/yr)  

  

2/14/2018 

662 ft  

1/10/2006 

645.5 ft 

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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55-612657 ¤ Long Mtn 6 

City of Kingman Public Supply 

 

 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

DECLINE of 60.5 ft  

1996 ς 2018 (-1.59 ft/yr)  

  

2/13/2018 

558.3 ft  

3/4/1980 

497.8 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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55-612658 ¤ EPDS005  

City of Kingman Public Supply 

ADWR Index Well 

 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

DECLINE of 76.6 ft  

1980 ς 2019 (-1.96 ft/yr)  

  

10/24/2019 

741.1 ft  

3/4/1980 

664.5 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis


 
 

Real Change, Arizona Standing PAC #100614  PO Box 8152, Hualapai, AZ 86412  (928) 515-4333 

Page 14 of 37 

55-612659 ¤ Long Mtn 2 

City of Kingman Unused  

ADWR Telemetry Site (automated levels) 

 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

DECLINE of 85.8 ft  

1963 ς 2022 (-3.18 ft/yr)  

12/11/1963 

511.17 ft  

2/1/2022 

597.45 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis
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55-612660 ¤ Long Mtn 1 

City of Kingman Unused 

 

SOURCE: https://new.azwater.gov/gis 

 

DECLINE of 7.9 ft  

1995 ς 2008 (-0.61 ft/yr)  

  

2/13/2008 

111.4 ft  

11/10/1995 

103.5 ft  

https://new.azwater.gov/gis

